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Picture-Picture-

Picking up a paintbrush
may seem like a straight-

forward home-improvement
task. In truth, this simplest

of home-improvement 
projects may too often 

be just a little more 
complicated than what

meets the eye. Poor 
preparation, bad brushes

and just plain lousy 
technique can turn your

painting project from 
fabulous fresco to 

something that really misses
the masterpiece mark. 

How to avoid
common painting

problems

perfect paintingperfect painting

Over the last 10 years, we’ve
fielded hundreds of questions
to our national radio program
from frustrated folks who

were trying to solve a myriad of painting
problems. Here are a few of the most
common culprits and the solutions you
need to save time, money and your pride!
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www.aquafinishing.com
Phone: 1-800-270-8871

For a printable "step-by-step" guide to
a beautiful finish or to order from the

most extensive lines of faux and
decorative supplies, visit:

www.fauxstore.com
or order from your nearest

Aqua Finishing Solutions® Distributor.

Manufactured by:

Stone pattern, naturally. 

Another of the brilliant innovations 
of the beautiful LusterStone™

finish, the decorative trowel-on 
coating that produces natural 
reflective stone patterns with 
a consistent finish.   Stunning 

combinations of brilliant hues and 
sculptured shadows are created 

through it's variety of sheens 
and colors. 

NaturalNatural

Architectural
Coating

LusterStoneLusterStone™
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FIX
Now that you can see the wood surface
underneath the old paint, you should
check for rot, warping and insect dam-
age. Replace any damaged boards around
windows and doors, and have your local
pest control company inspect any dam-
age you think is insect-related. Take the
time to inspect all surfaces carefully,
being alert for anything out of the ordi-
nary. If there is loose, bubbled or peeling

paint, it usually means there is a leak and
you need to check for a water problem.
It’s critical to not just ignore these symp-
toms and paint over them. If the under-
lying cause is not found and fixed, it will
only get worse. This is also a great time
to fill any holes or caulk any gaps to
improve energy efficiency.

Equipment
Get ready, get set – then say go.
Getting the right equipment
before you start means you
won’t have to stop in the middle
of the job to run back to the
hardware store. You’ll need lad-
ders, drop cloths to protect side-
walks, floors and shrubbery, long
handled paint brushes and
rollers, a paint sprayer and tape
for trim and detail areas. Also,
don’t go cheap on the brushes.
Better quality brushes deliver 
a smoother finish and the differ-
ence really shows. Keep in 
mind that brushes are available
in both synthetic and natural 
bristles, also known as “china”
bristles. For best results, use 
synthetic brushes for latex paint
and natural bristles for oil-based
paint and clear finishes.  

Clean
The success or failure of any paint
project rides at its roots on one
basic need: the paint has to stick.
It’s not surprising then that much
of the effort of any paint project
goes into making sure this hap-
pens. Paint won’t stick to a loose
or dirty surface. Between air
pollution, mold, mildew, dust
and the deteriorating effects of
the sun, there’s a fair amount of
work that must be done to get the
surface ready to go. 

For exteriors, power washing is
a great first step to remove old
paint and clean dirty or weathered
sources. With a combination of a
high-pressure stream and a bleach
cleaning solution, you’ll knock days
off doing the job by hand. 

If you are working inside, use
liquid sandpaper to remove oil,
dirt and grime from trim and wash
walls down with a TSP (tri-sodium
phosphate) solution which is
available at most home centers
and hardware stores.
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STEP Warmfloor™ is
distinctively different from
hydronic and cable radiant
heating systems because
it is the only maintenance-
free low-voltage, self-
regulating radiant heating
available.

So versatile, it can be used for partial or whole house heating, in
any size area, under any floor covering. With its unique patented
electroplastic technology, STEP Warmfloor™ has heated over
100,000 homes and commercial buildings worldwide, for over
twenty years.

Because it is the most technologically advanced system
available, you can forget the expense and complexity of
boilers, tubing, and the limitations of high-voltage cable
systems. STEP Warmfloor™ is easy to install and the
most energy efficient solution for all your radiant
needs.

STEP Warmfloor™ offers a wide range of radiant
heat solutions: snowmelt, roof de-icing, area
rugs, office mats, marine, horticultural, medical
and veterinary applications.

If it needs heating, STEP Warmfloor™ has
the solution.

warmfloorwarmfloorwarmfloor

PRIME
Primers are critical coatings that must be applied to
provide a firm bond between the substrate and finish
coat. Although most do-it-yourself painters look for-
ward to getting to the color coat as soon as possible,
skipping the primer step is short-sited. Primer is the
“glue” that makes the top coat stick. Skip it and you’ll
find that the hours of preparation and painting work
you put into your projects might have to be repeated
long before the paint surface wears out.

Primers are available in both oil- and water-base 
formulas. For surfaces that are badly stained, or that have had
a water leak, oil primers such as Kilz work the best. When
using oil-based primers, it is usually a good idea to prime the
entire surface you are painting and not just the stained areas.
Since oil primers do such a good job of sealing the surface,
spot priming may result in an uneven finished coat.
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Choices
Exterior paint is different than
interior paint, and many home-
owners make the mistake of not

choosing the right paint for their home.
Exterior paint is formulated for color retention,
flexibility to withstand expansion and contrac-
tion due to weather, resistance to tannin bleed
and resistance to mildew. Exterior flat acrylic
latex paint is the easiest for do-it-yourselfers to
work with. For trim, consider a durable alkyd/oil
paint that offers high gloss with good adhesion
and stain resistance. When it comes to buying
paint, don’t buy discount brands. You get what
you pay for when it comes to paint and the
lower the cost, the shorter life it will have. 

Also, always buy a bit more paint than you
think you’ll need. Surprisingly, many stores are
willing to accept returns on unused paint, even if
it’s a custom color. And having extra means you’ll
avoid color-matching problems if you run out and
need more. Another thing to remember – paint
won’t adhere if it’s below 55 degrees or won’t go
on smoothly if it’s above 90 degrees.  >>
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Easy to apply, easy to repair.

Another of the brilliant innovations 
of the beautiful LusterStone™

finish, the decorative trowel-on 
coating that produces natural 
reflective stone patterns with 
a consistent finish.   Stunning 

combinations of brilliant hues and 
sculptured shadows are created 

through it's variety of sheens 
and colors. 

EasyEasy

www.aquafinishing.com
Phone: 1-800-270-8871

For a printable "step-by-step" guide to
a beautiful finish or to order from the

most extensive lines of faux and
decorative supplies, visit:

www.fauxstore.com
or order from your nearest

Aqua Finishing Solutions® Distributor.

Manufactured by:

Architectural
Coating

LusterStoneLusterStone™
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ADDITIONS
If you can’t stand the smell of paint, try
adding a paint freshener such as Paint
Pourri from Scentco. Just mix the addi-
tive in the can of paint for a fresh scent
that lasts six to 12 months. If you want
no smell at all, try Odor-X Paint Odor
Remover. And of course, if you just want
to give you room a temporary scent to
mask paint odors, try an air freshener

such as Filter Breeze which attaches the
scent directly to the air filter.

For more tips on solving painting prob-
lems, check the Web sites of paint manufac-
turers like Behr (behr.com), Benjamin
Moore (www.benjaminmoore.com),
Kilz (kilz.com) and Sherwin Williams
(www.sherwinwilliams.com). Most offer
paint problem solvers and color selection
tools that help you get the job done. 
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The Painter
No such thing as bad paint – just
bad painters. Blaming the paint
for an unacceptable result is quite
common. Some years ago, a friend
mentioned that he must have
had some “bad paint” because
the top gable section of wood
siding we were repairing 
had blistered very badly. My
buddy had installed the siding
and painted the entire home
himself about four years earlier.
Upon closer examination, the
real culprit became obvious.  The “painter” had neg-
lected to back-prime the siding in the gable.  Back-prim-
ing refers to the technique of priming all surfaces of exte-
rior siding before it is assembled, including the back of the
board. By doing so, you can control the amount of moisture
absorbed by the board from behind and prevent early
paint failure. When I mentioned this to my friend, he
recalled that he had completed siding the entire home
but ran short of material for the section that failed. When
the remaining material finally arrived, he was in a rush to get
it completed and took a short cut that he is now paying for.

In truth, paint is manufactured in factory-controlled
conditions in huge vats that hold thousands of gallons at
one time. It is virtually impossible to have a “bad” can of
paint exit from this environment and make it into your
shopping basket at the local superstore. If you spot a
paint failure, the cause is usually something much more
common … like human error!
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