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1. From designer to media star- how did that come
about?

I was head of set design for the Oxygen Network out of the
New York studios and also designed the sets for the new
pilots being proposed. When we would work on the pilots,
myself and a producer, Brian Neshel, would build them over
the weekend and then strike them for regular production on
Monday mornings. He had friends at the BBC who were
starting up “While You Were Out” and heard they were looking
for a girl who was fun and could build, and thought I would
be a good fit. They called me up and, a few days later, I was
filming episodes 4 and 5 in Connecticut, and that was three
years and 140 episodes ago. As for “The Money Pit,” another
friend, this time Hank Mendheim (also an Oxygen
connection who is now at NBC), forwarded me the job listing.
I sent in my reel and materials, and the rest is near history.
All of these opportunities- even these 10 questions- when
they come my way are such a dream, because I never
imagined having a career like this.

2. What are you passionate about?

That is a toughie. I love the fact that my jobs allow me to be
creative and always challenge my hands. The part that
makes it all worth while for me is the fact that I am educating
my audience while entertaining. I love that, if you wanted
to, you could walk away and actually create these projects
yourself. That is what does it for me. I am, however, most
passionate about providing a loving relationship for my family
and making sure they never feel left out.

3. So far, what about doing the radio show has surprised
you the most? What’s the best thing about having added
“The Money Pit” to your duties?

Working on the radio show has been great. Tom Kraeutler
has taught me so much about what goes on within the walls
and the foundation of your home. He really does know
everything about everything. While the new knowledge is

fantastic, it has also made me a very paranoid home owner,
because I now know of all of the possible pitfalls lurking
within. Most surprising has been really trying to let my
personality shine through while essentially talking to my
office wall at home. And even more surprising is how the
tongue has the ability to form a giant knot as the result of
overtiredness.

4. Of all the projects you’ve done for “While You Were
Out” and the various shows you’ve done, which was
the most rewarding and why?

We have just added the element on “While You Were Out” of
there sometimes being only one carpenter on the show, and
I just had my trial by fire. The room was to be a kitchen.
Gutted completely, with only the connections for the
appliances remaining. There was so much to be done, and
I just was thrilled with the turnout. We did not get to grout
the countertops or do the floor, but, man, did we ever get a
lot completed. It just really proved to me that I am capable.

5. What are some of the biggest design faux pas you
commonly see? What things do people do with their
homes that make you wince?

Lack of organization. This is so common everywhere we
travel, and it is a killer. All things need to have a home and
go there when finished with them. Maybe this is part of
cleaning OCD, but it can really change a room. Home owners
really just need to pick a design style and go with it. Try not
to mix and match too many different ideas or themes-it just
won’t work in large quantities. Bring in small and eclectic
collections of items to get that style point across with out
over whelming the room.

6. What’s your favorite recipe?

I make a banana bread that will melt your heart and go
straight to you thighs but it is sooooo worth it.
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7. Of what are you most proud?

I am most proud of the relationship I have with my parents.
Especially my dad, who passed away last year. Dominick
Segrete was an amazing architect who opened my eyes to
design, and I only wish that I could have learned more
from him.

8. What do you do for fun?

Unfornuately, right now, it has been making a super-hero
costume for my best friend Lara’s comedy troupe. It is
very metallic and futuristic, but totally rocks. My husband
I love to go bowling, as lame as that is. He is great, and I
am just terrible, and for some reason always manage to
pull a muscle, bowling! When we can, we love to travel
and we have an obsession with the ocean. We love to see
the fish- I am a snorkeler, a top dweller, and he is a diver.
But the view is almost the same.

9. Fill in the blank: I can’t make it through the day
without ______________.

...laughing with my husband.

10. What’s the best advice you ever got? The worst?

Best: From my dad, when I was faced with finding a new
job- not my choice, mind you- he said “Any monkey can
drive a car, but if it can make turns, that is a smart monkey.”
I think that is how I live my life. I am the turn-making
monkey. I embrace all opportunities with enthusiasm and
try to always do my best. I know it sounds like silly advice,
but it works for me.

Worst: I only ask the people I trust most for advice, so it is
always the right bit for me.  

This week’s “10 Questions With” LESLIE SEGRETENEWS/TALK/SPORTS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


